


Investing in Artists & Community

2022 at The Union for Contemporary Art has been another year
of vibrant growth and connections. As we moved through our
eleventh year of empowering artists and the communities they
inspire, we also took some bold steps toward the future. We broke
ground on the Shirley Tyree Theater - the future home of The
Union'’s Performing Arts program! Projects like this reflect our dual
commitments to fostering the development of new creative work
and creating space for our North Omaha community to gather in
dialogue and fellowship.

In our Co-Op Studios, we continued to offer accessible tools,
training, and resources for Omaha-area artists. We grew nearly
700 pounds of fresh produce in our Abundance Garden and
shared it for free with our neighbors. Our Fellowship and Youth
Engagement programs continued to develop creative talent
and engaged citizenship among artists at all stages of their
development. And in our Exhibition program, we presented five
powerful collections, including work by our gallery’s namesake
Wanda Ewing.

Of course, NONE of this would be possible without the ongoing
investment of friends like you.

THANK YOU!

Brigitte McQueen

Union Founder + Executive Director
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Youth and families engaged
with our program 623
times across 109 events,
workshops, and activities
for a total of 1304 hours of

In 2022, our Youth Engagement program
expanded its reach, serving North Omaha
youth in new settings and broadening our
development support for teenage creatives. Art
Club - our flagship youth program, continued
to offer arts and cultural enrichment for youth
ages 7-10 years. Art Club hosted a weekly group
of young artists each Saturday through the
school year, discussing exhibitions, visiting
cultural institutions, meeting working artists,
and gaining experience in both culinary and
studio arts.

Our weekly Action Brigade program, designed
for slightly older youth ages 11-14, incorporated
social engagement with creative practice,
providing youth with tools and strategies to
address topics and issues in their communities.

New in 2022 was the Mentoring Young Artists
(MYA) program. This new initiative provided
Omaha-area creatives, ages 15-18, with the
opportunity to gain leadership and professional
development experience, while earning a wage
for mentoring the younger artists in other
Youth programs.

Finally, our Outdoor Art Adventures happened
weekly through the summer in North Omaha
parks, engaging children and families in
creative play.




2022 in the Wanda D. Ewing Gallery was the year of full circles. We began the season with the long-
awaited exhibition of the legendary printmaker Mavis Pusey. Noted by the New York Times as a “leading
abstractionist” of the 20th Century - this rare solo exhibition of work from Pusey was delayed from opening
by COVID back in 2020. It was a thrill to finally host the work this year.

Through the spring we hosted the sprawling and inspiring retrospect of work from Jim Duignan’s Stockyard
Institute. In May, Lydia Cheshewalla brought the warmth and verdant greenery of summer into the building
with her multi-sensory meditation on place and the legacies we leave: Body Speaking to Body. Heather Hart
brought us into the fall with the sprawling, immersive work The Texture of the Weave.

Finally, in the final months of the year, the fullest of full circles: Wanda Ewing graced the walls of the gallery
named in her honor for the very first time. Growing Up Black Growing Up Wanda was the perfect, beautiful
cap on the year. For the Exhibition program, 2022 felt like a homecoming in so many ways as the building
was again filled with life, after years of COVID quiet. It was a joy to have Wanda here with us for it!




As construction of the Shirley Tyree Theater
was in full swing in 2022, our Performing Arts
program continued work in the development
and workshopping of new works by Omaha
playwrights. Belle Terre by Justin Payne was
performed twice at The Union and once at
the Charles Washington Branch of the Omaha
Public Library, with over 120 people attending!
Frydaddies - a new play with music by Eric
Lawson - did a three show run in September
with about 85 people in attendance over the
three day run. We can't wait to see these, and
other new works we've invested in, grow into full
productions in 2024!




In 2022, the Co-Op Studios continued to offer accessible art-
making space, tools, and training for Omaha-area artists. This
year we also launched the new Artist-In-Studio Residency
program®*, providing residency space at The Union to regional
artists who came to stay with us in our visiting artist apartment,
engage with community, and create new work in the Co-Op!

*Artist-In-Studio is generously funded by
Mid-America Arts Alliance, the National Endowment for the
Arts, and the state arts agencies of Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri,
Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Texas.
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MaKayla Harrie Doriette Jordan Prentiss Matthews Carina DuMarce Jus.B
Performance Artist Actress, Playwright, and Actor, Playwright, Theatre Creator and Singer/Songwriter
Director Director, and Teaching Artist and Actor

Teaching Artist
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In 2022, the Inside/Outside Fellowship and Performing Arts programs combined efforts and focused on supporting the
development of Omaha theatre practitioners of multiple disciplines. This unique Fellowship year embodied the collaborative
spirit of the two programs, creating a space for new, emerging, and established talents to create and grow together. &

This interdisciplinary Fellowship year was an opportunity for theatre artists to develop creatively and professionally within . /
a multi-track creative experience, designed to grow their individual and collaborative artistic practices. ¢

All five artists selected for the 2022 Fellowship received a free private studio at The Union; a $3,000 honorarium; $500 in
professional development funds; and ongoing development support through the Fellowship year.
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More than 1,500 pounds of free
fruits and vegetables shared
directly with members of our
North Omaha community

2022 was our most fruitful year yet in the Abundance
Garden! We grew and distributed nearly 700 pounds of free
produce. Our Saturday produce stands were busier than ever
this year, with many familiar faces from the neighborhood
coming through each week, sharing stories of what they
cooked up with the produce from the week before.

We're also thankful to our great community partners - Big
Garden, City Sprouts, Free Farm Syndicate, and Pop-Up
Oasis — who shared the bounty from their gardens with us
as well. In total we were able to distribute more than 1,500
pounds of free fruits and vegetables directly to members of
our North Omaha community in 2022.




Raised in 2022: $3,041,790
Total Raised: $4,169,290

" VR —
CTET

In June of 2022 we broke ground on the Shirley Tyree
Theater - the future home of our Performing Arts pro-
gram! After years of planning, this was a huge step to-
ward realizing the dream of this new space for perfor-
mance, gathering, and storytelling in North Omaha.

Renovation of the historic F.J. Carey Block building
will provide expanded opportunities for The Union’s
Performing Arts program and breathe new life into a
building which has served the North Omaha communi-
ty for generations. Included in the building renovation
plans are spaces for a 90-seat theater, lobby and tick-
eting area, set-desigh workshop, and an open-format
rehearsal/gathering space.
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2022 Project Grantees

Fortuna (Allegra Hangen and Enero y Abril)
Project: Fortuna in Residence

Mary Lawson (aka Mesonjixx)
Project: Everyday Performances

David Manzanares
Project: Sculpture for
Garden

Mayan Community

Alajia McKizia
Project: Sunday Soul

Oria Simonini
Project: Desde que Me Fui/ Desde que Te
Fuiste: Communities in movement tracing the

shapes of their journeys

Tugboat Gallery (Keith Buswell, Peggy
Gomez, Nolan Tredway, and Toan Vuong)
Project: Porch-Art-Palooza
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This year, Populus Fund entered a new stage, awarding a total of six $10,000 grants to artists
living within 80 miles of Omaha. Following an application process in the spring, six deserving
artists and collectives received the funds needed to make their ambitious and innovative
plans for visual arts projects a reality. The awarded projects were selected for their innovative

approaches to connecting artists and communities.

Populus Fund is a regranting initiative organized by The Union, through the generous
support of The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, supporting innovative artist

projects throughout Omaha-Lincoln metros.




Income & Expend

<

Foundations $1,389,250 ® Program Fees $17,142
® Government $38,899 ® Membership $3,229
@ Individual $196,538 Product Sales $8,516 Programs $1,396,563
©® Business $45,354 ® Rental Income $1,320 o Genera! I.Overhead $131,347
©® Fundraising $12,434
TOTAL $1,670,041 Other $22,626 @ Populus Fund $101,667
TOTAL $52,834
TO NET ASSETS: -$80,863
TOTAL INCOME: $1,722,875 TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,642,012

Financials reported in our annual report are calculated on a cash basis,
reflecting income and expenses exchanged within the fiscal year.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Erin Cihal — Chair

Shaun llahi — Vice Chair
Alison Maloy — Treasurer
Jeff Beck — Secretary

- Karen Borchert

Alexis Bromley

Adrian Duran

Dr. Monica Green

Ashley Kuhn

Amy Nelson

Jen Pavkov

Carol Russell

Susan Stroesser

Jara Sturdivant-Wilson
Shavonne Washington-Krauth

2022 Community Partners

Big Garden

City Sprouts

Civic Nebraska

Culxr House

Empowerment Network

Fabric Lab

Family of Things

Free Farm Syndicate

Great Plains Black History
Museum

Ital Vital

Juneteenth Joyfest

Junior League of Omaha

The House of Afros, Capes, &
Curls

Kiewit Luminarium

McMillan Middle School

Mullhall’s

No More Empty Pots

Omaha By Design

Omaha North High School

Omaha Symphony

Opera Omaha

UNO ArteLatinX

UNO Service Learning Academy

Pop-Up Oasis
Rabble Mill
Spark CDI
Tierra Park

CO-OP Teaching Artists
Dirk Gillespie

Peter Scherr

Teri Coolidge

Megan Mcleay

Mentoring Young
Artists Participants
Brielynn Benton
Zoey Bieranowski
Timothy Clay
Malaya Davitt
Payden Dyer
Leah Font-Gabel
Kacia Jankoski
Brenna Jean-Paul
Kimmie Hale
Corinne Roberts



$20,000+

Anonymous

Douglas County Visitor

Improvement Fund

Fred and Eve Simon Charitable
Foundation

Joan Gibson and Don Wurster

Holland Foundation

Kevin McCarthy

Michael and Nancy McCarthy

Mutual of Omaha Foundation

Peter Kiewit Foundation

Richard Brooke Foundation

Robert Rauschenberg
Foundation

The Sherwood Foundation

State of Nebraska

Sunderland Foundation

The Andy Warhol Foundation

for the Visual Arts

The Wallace Foundation

VIA | Wagner Incubator Grant
Fund

Drew and Meredith Weitz

Roger and Kate Weitz

Weitz Family Foundation

William and Ruth Scott Family
Foundation

$19,999 - $10,000

Lozier Foundation

The NBK Foundation

North Omaha Turnback Tax
Grant

Omaha Community
Foundation

Omaha Steaks

Todd and Betiana Simon

The Phillip and Terri Schrager
Foundation

$9,999 - $2,500

Laura and Michael Alley

City of Omaha

The Claire and Theodore
Morse Foundation

Claire M. Hubbard Foundation

Mid-America Arts Alliance

Nebraska Arts Council and
Nebraska Cultural
Endowment

Don and Rita Otis

Pape Family Foundation

Karen Patterson

Annette and Paul Smith

Union Pacific Foundation

Katie Weitz and Tim Wilson

Wells Fargo Foundation

Sarah and Adam Yale

$2,499 - $1,000

Bluestem Prairie Foundation

Karen and Taylor Borchert

Buildertrend

Anne and Jim Carroll

Redhead Family Foundation

Sonya Clark

Giger Foundation

Amy Haney

Heider Family Foundation

Rich Juro

Kali Baker Memorial Fund

Debbie and Steve Krambeck

Susan and Mike Lebens

Michaela White and Albert
Macchietto

Millwork Commons Landowners
Association Inc.

Amy Nelson and Lary Kukuk Jr.

Murray and Sharee Newman

Richard Parrish

Connie Ryan

Barbara Schlott

Phil Schaffart and Brett Jaros

SPARK

Rob Stargel

Sue and Mary Stroesser

Jara and Kenley Sturdivant-Wilson

The Bay

Kristin and Hadi Zahra



$999 - $500

Jeff and Lindsay Beck

Karen and Robert Duncan
Max and Beth Engel

Gary Ensz

Elouise Ewing

Terry and Catherine Ferguson
First United Methodist Church
Devin Fox and Rob Block
Carol Gilbert

Monica Green

Randy and Bev Greer

Bill and Stacia Hoover

Jake Hoppe

Sean Horton

David and Carol Johnson
Nancy Lepo

Othello and Tulani Meadows
Morrissey Engineering

R.J. and Liz Neary

OpenSky Policy Institute
Sally Otis

Judy Pearl Lee

Stephen Pedersen and Emily Brush
Hobson and Denise Powell
Jeffrey Schrager and Anne York
Chris Scimecca

Connie and Rick Spellman
Kip Squire

Vic Gutman & Associates
Trilety Wade

$499 - S100
Anonymous**

Janet Abbo

Alley Poyner Macchietto
Architecture

Jer Weann Ang

Mark and Kim Armstrong
Louis Ascanio

Felicia Bailey

Autumn Baldwin

Robin Pierson Barber
Jo Bartikoski

Erin Bartolomei

Penny Bay

Clinton Bemis

Karen Berry and John Pollack
John Binderup
Catherine Bosley

Sovia Bossemeyer

Katie and Corey Broman
Alexis Bromley

Sandi L. Bruns
Samantha Bryant

Laura Burhenn

Rowena Cage

Sacred Heart Church
Erin and Dan Cihal
Katherine Clanton

Krista Cleary

Susan Clement

$499 - $S100

Tiffiny Clifton

Susan Collins

Sharon Conlon

Tanya Cook

Dave Crane

Dana Damewood and Brian Hansen
Drew and Elisa Davies

Tony Deeb

Julie DeWitt and Andy Stoll
Andrew Dickson

Minshuai Ding

Adrian Duran and Alexandra Cardon
Demetra and Elias Eliopoulos
Rick and Tancy Ellis

Maritza Estrada

Christina Etzrodt

Mary Ferdig

Casey Fictum

Jasmine Garcia

Cynthia Gehrie

Whitney and Dave Goldner
Don and Andi Goldstein
Kathy Gonzales

Janet Goodman

Jenny GradowskKi

Chad Graff and Joanna Falkenburg
Dan Crane and Megan Green
Jennifer Green

Rachel Grossman

Kevin Grubb
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Jaim Hackbart

Kimberly Halzen

Judy Haney

Sarah Newman and David Harding
Sharonda Harris-Marshall
Jocelyn Harrison

Nancy Hawekotte
Dawaune Hayes

llsa Heinicke

Liz Hessman

Linh Hoang

Shari Hofschire

Dara Hogan

Kay A. Horwath

Amanda Huckins
Christopher Huling
Jackson Street Booksellers
Ellen Jeffries

Gloria Jensen

Kim Jubenville Carlson
Chelsea Kavich

Don Keelan-White

Justin and Katie Kemerling
Piper Kenny

Jennifer Keys

Andrea Kinnan

Margaret Kirkeby

Eric Klima

Tom and Susan Knight
Susan A. Koenig

$499 - $S100

Emma Kopplin

Mike Krainak and Janet Farber
Dennis Krymuza

Andrew Lang

Heike Langdon

Mary and Mike LaVelle

Ryan Lewis

Sheryl Lilley

Dwight Johnson and Julie
Livingston

Nathan Locklear

Molly Loesche

Casey Logan and Toni Choquette
Julie and Philip Lund

Megan Lutz

Meredith Fuller and James Luyten
Ali and Dave Maloy

Lauren Mankin

Mike Markey

Trey Mathews

Shay Maulsby

Jessica Maynard

Frances and Willa McEvoy
Jackson Mcginnis

Stephanie Meisterling

Emily Miller

Jessica Mills

Pat Miltner

$499 - S100

Bob and Maggie Mundy
Maison MXM LLC

Lynne Mytty

Anna and Dave Nance
Ryan Newton

Rebecca Noble

Nancy Novotny

Kerri O’'Connell

Ashley Olson

Carolyn Owen Anderson
Diana Palmerton-Fisher
Anna Palubecki

Lia Parker

Askelon Parker
Marghee and Doug Paterson
Jennifer Pavkov

Erin Payne

Andrea Pearson

Ryan Pelster

Patti Peterson

Timothy Potter

Hilary Quinn

Silva Raker

Megan Ann Rasmussen
Debra Reilly-Culver
Rachel Rentschler
Deandre Rhodes

Jay Rich

Joseph Rohleder



$999 - $500

Debra Romberger

Marti Rosen-Atherton

Amy Rouse

Lee Running

Rick and Carol Russell
Sumana Sermchief and Caleb
Seavey

Lynda Shafer

Helen Shew

Oria Simonini

Stewart and Susie Smoler
Jane Southard

Sandra K Squires

CandiGirl Creations LLC
Terence Haynes, Blaque Coffee LLC
Stuart Stenger

Christine Stormberg

Melissa and Benjamin Teply
Ann Thariani

The Circle Theatre, Inc.
Duane and Monte Thompson
Molly Toberer

Aileen and BJ Tobin

Eric Tom

Susan Tracy

Man Truong

Enoch Ulmer

United Way

Christina Renfer Vogel

$499 - $S100

Kim Walker .

Dennis E. Walsh

Shavonne Washington-Krauth
Jacob Welchert

Doug and Deb Wesselmann
Maret Wibel

Travis Wilcox

Kathy Wilson

Halton Winkler

Michaela Wolf

Christina Wolfgang

Gregory Woodin

Scott Working

Kevin Wycoff

Kale Zicafoose and Tyler Palin
Mary and Kirby Zicafoose






